Prolactin-secreting tumors: what's new?
Prolactinomas are a common cause of reproductive/sexual dysfunction. Once other causes of hyperprolactinemia have been excluded with a careful history and physical examination, routine chemistries, a pregnancy test and a thyroid-stimulating hormone, imaging with magnetic resonance imaging or computed tomography will delineate the size and extent of the tumor. Medical therapy with cabergoline or bromocriptine is the initial treatment of choice. When infertility is the primary indication for treatment, bromocriptine use has an extensive safety experience and is preferred by some clinicians. However, for other indications, cabergoline appears to be more efficacious and better tolerated. Transsphenoidal surgery remains an option, especially for patients with microadenomas, when medical therapy is ineffective or not tolerated.